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14 Take CPR/
AED Training
By Diana Manchester
e can all breathe a little easier
now that 14 LALSRM members
are officially trained “first responders”
in life-saving techniques. The CPR/
AED class was held in the meeting car
at LALSRM on Saturday, September 10
from 10 am to 1 pm. Glen Kovacs was
the instructor, with his son as his assistant. Trainees were taught to recognize
the symptoms of choking and heart attack and how to respond, step by step,
for both adults and infants. Procedures
for CPR (Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation), the Heimlich maneuver and the
AED (Automated External Defibrillator) were explained and demonstrated,
with a mannequin for each class member to practice the processes themselves.
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TTOS Meet Successful
By Steve Waller
oy Trains and Live Steam came together on Saturday, August 13, 2016 at
another successful TTOS Run on the rails
of the LALSRM.

loads of happy passengers. There was even
an appearance by that cheeky Thomas the
Tank Engine himself!
A huge outdoor multi-gauge model
train layout (“O”, HO & N scale) was set
up by Garibalde Figueroa and his friends .
The event was coordinated by Don
The new G scale pike surrounding the SP
Kallgren, who is a member of both organi- bay window caboose was also put to good
zations. Several trains were spotted runuse. Plus, the Disney Barn was open for
ning at this year’s event, including two
fans of Walt Disney’s backyard railroad.
powerful steam locomotives and the handsome SP Daylight diesel-type, pulling
(Continued on page 5)

T

The final test was a hands-on
practicum on the mannequins, and all
participants passed: Les Kovacs, John
Smith, Gary Baker, Christie Edinger,
Raymond Burden, Steve Altmayer,
Georgia Altmayer, George Becker,
(Continued on page 5)

Public Service
September
25
Public Rides
30, Oct 1, 2 Fall Meet (No public
rides)

October
9
16
23
30

Public Rides
Public Rides/Disney Barn
Open
Public Rides
Public Rides
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From the
Super
By Ted Merchant
General
Superintendent
ello Train-Fans!
Fall is upon us.
Leaves and needles are
dropping. And we have
our fall events to prepare for. Our Park Employees Lunch is
scheduled for September 28 and our Fall
Meet is scheduled for the weekend of
October 1. Basically, the club is in good
shape thanks to those taking initiative to
work. I have been asked to list the
maintenance tasks that members can do
independently. So here it is:
Rake Leaves
Rake leaves and pine needles and
pick up fallen twigs and branches and
dump them next to the wall on Crystal
Springs Drive. The Super Sucker and
metal rakes work best for the leaves.
The plastic manure rakes work best for
the pine needles. The Green John Deer
trailer attached to the rear axle of a hand
cart works well for hauling debris to
Crystal Springs Drive.
Sweep up Sherwood Station, particularly on Saturdays in preparation for
Sunday’s public rides.
Clean out the points so rocks,
leaves and other debris don’t foul them
and cause derailments.
Clean/Sweep/Wash the Kountry
Kitchen and surrounding work areas.
Any work here is appreciated by all
members.
Pick up and throw away litter. I
don’t know how it gets here, but it does.
All members should be doing this all the
time. PLEASE CLEAN UP YOUR
OWN MESS!
Trim ivy, branches, grass and
weeds away from the right-of-ways.
This makes train rides more pleasant
and improves safety.
Let me know of any maintenance
issues that need to be addressed that you
can’t take care of yourself.
LALSRM thanks all of you who
commit personal time to keep the cam-
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from the
By Nick Suncin
Secretary
Secretary’s report:
party requests were
made by Gary Raymond
for 10/16, and the Disney barn for 10/16. Both
requests were approved.
Membership: Pr obationar y members Brandon Ruiz and Tom Crue have
both successfully passed probation and
were made full resident members.
Facility Planning: The station r oof
deck repairs have been completed. President Les Kovacs thanked Ron Hitchcock
for overseeing the project. An F.C.R. was
submitted that proposes a different much
smaller installation and treatment of the
electrical service upgrade. There are many
factors that must be considered and bids to
be gathered before the board can make any
decision on how to proceed .Please see the
F.C.R. Chairman Gary Evans if you have
any ideas or would like to discuss any future projects.
Operations: Please keep a close eye
on your speed and never exceed 6 mph
when running public trains. Please stay
off of the station and platform area unless
you are helping to run the station or part of
a train crew during the Sunday run.
Old business: Doug Young, Roger
Williams, and Les Kovacs worked very
hard replacing all of the old and leaking
toilets in the bathrooms. The organization
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and completion of the office caboose is
underway. Now that the weather is cooling
off it will be much easier to get the ball
rolling on some of the projects that are
sitting idle. Nick Suncin plans to start the
refitting of the U.P. Caboose very soon.
Plans to upgrade the kitchen storage are
being considered. one idea is to make a
storage container look like a PFE reefer
car. Les Kovacs plans to move ahead with
the preparation of the proposed east meadow maintenance building. he CPR class
went very well, all 14 attendees have been
certified.
The BOD election is coming up ,
nominations can be made up until September 23rd. Please see Nick Suncin, David
Holmam, or Mike Murphy if you would
like to run.
We are out of 1x1 tie material for the
one inch railroad .The Board voted to purchase 500 sticks from American plastic
lumber. Miles compiled a long list of projects that are waiting for leadership and or
completion.
President Les Kovacs appointed Nick
Suncin as our new head librarian. Nick
Suncin and assistant librarians Roger Williams, Lisa Lipton, Harrison Hitchcock,
and Christy Edinger will work to get our
wonderful reference library up and running and open to the membership. Gary
Baker, who secured the grant to furnish
the library is doing the decorating and
furnishing .
John Smith motioned that a new flat
screen TV be obtained for the meeting car.
pus neat and clean. You make the Club
A P&P revision was submitted to get
pleasant for all of us. Special thanks is
L-106
current with our membership prodirected to Cristie for trimming ivy, Francis for trimming hedges around Sherwood cess. John Smith motioned to adopt the
revisions, David Holman seconded the
Station, Andrew Lagaly for mowing the
lawns, and Les and Doug for cribbing up motion and it passed with unanimous
votes.
the mountain division bridge. I don’t
know who cut down the dead birch tree
Announcements: Gar y Evans got a
and branches. Their efforts are appreciated very nice lawnmower donated to us so that
as well.
we can mow the infield lawns.
You all are cordially invited to join
LALSRM members: come out and
me at the Club for an extra work-day, 9
run your equipment, Sunday is our official
AM, Saturday, September 24, in prepara- run day! Just be sure you have a working
tion for the employee luncheon and the
radio with you set to the proper channel.
Fall Meet. Lunch will be provided. I look Steam engines are especially welcome,
forward to seeing you there.
come on out and run your trains, steam or
otherwise and enjoy your railroad. The
So, that’s the way it is! Keep steaming and I’ll see you at the rails. Your com- public loves seeing our equipment and the
ments and questions are always welcome. more LALSRM is enjoyed by all, the better!
EdwardBMerchant@gmail.com
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◄ Watermill at night. ▲ Lanterns made by
Aaron Emmer. Aaron made four of these.
(Diana Manchester photos)

Nelson Summit Watermill Gets New Lighting
By Aaron Emmer and
Diana Manchester
he watermill at Nelson Summit was
visited recently by Aaron Emmer and
Patty Mo, who cast their special magic to
re-imagine the lighting effects. The makeover began with scale-sized, eraappropriate sconces, custom designed and
built by Aaron.
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exterior light was also installed on the outbuilding further up the hill, and interior
lighting to the windows of the town facade
just to the east.
Custom-made floodlights, expertly
positioned to cast a moonlight effect, have
been installed in the scene. The lowvoltage landscape lighting on both sides of
the bridge was resurrected from the forest
undergrowth and re-positioned to further
enhance the scene.

Each of the four sconces contains a single
C7 7-watt incandescent bulb. The mill
windows received replacement interior
Many of the scale model pine trees
translucent covering, and are lit with LEDs were lying on the ground, covered in cobto save on electricity and maintenance. An webs and real pine needles. Patty cleaned

them up, righted and staked them. In the
process they found a dead skunk, whose
scent had haunted them throughout the
restoration project. It has been removed (a
little too much realism).
Aaron’s goal is that any permanent
town around our track will have lighting
that turns on automatically at night when
the signals are tripped. The lighting will be
on only when someone is running a train
and it is dark outside. John Smith has been
making trigger circuits for the mining town
and will do the same for this feature.

President’s Message
By Les Kovacs
President
his month is the end
of summer and fall is
officially here. The fall
meet is Friday, September 30th until Sunday,
October 2nd. Martha has
a great line up so please
plan to come on down.
We had 14 members attend our CPR
classes and it was a great success. They
also offer a certified first aid course, so
please let me know if you are interested so
we can set up a class.
Remember elections are just around
the corner so please participate. You could
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be the one to make a difference in your
club.
The 28th of October from 11:00 am to
1:00 pm we will be having the city employee picnic so if you can help please let
Ted Merchant or me know. Just for helping, you’ll get a steak lunch.
At the board meeting there was much
discussion on the new electrical building
and the cost. The estimate has skyrocketed
to $125,000 to as much as $155,000. There
is an alternative plan being presented that
would knock the price down significantly
but the building would be abandoned. The
cost would be from $20,000 to $25,000
which would only change the incoming
service, which is what the building would

have done. All the outgoing connection
would be additional costs. These costs
were not included in the building either. At
this point, I think the monies can be spent
in better ways and we should go the cheaper direction. After it’s all said and done we
still get an upgraded electrical service.
This decision has to be made fairly soon
due to the fact that we are working with
DWP power pole change out. If we time it
with them, the cost to us would be minimal.
At the board meeting a list of about 25
projects were passed around and people
were wondering the status of these projects. On Friday Tim and I sat down and
(Continued on page 4)
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Phase One of Gauge
One RR Completed
By Rick Gross

E

▲ On Sunday, September 4, Tim LaGaly and Rick Gross used
the pneumatic nailer to install more track and switches to the
layout. (Photo by Glen Manchester)

◄ Bob Crone's 1:32 scale buildings add an element of realism
to the layout, including a water tower, coaling tower, oil tank,
and a two-stall car barn. (Photo by Diana Manchester.)

xcept for a few switch stands, all the
remaining siding track and switches
have been installed on the Gauge One
sidings. Tim LaGaly, Terry Spahr and I
assembled the final four rows of track on
both the steaming bay and coach yard
sidings.
There is now plenty of siding track
available where you can build your consists, fuel up, change batteries, do
maintenance work, or cool down. Two
words of caution: we don’t have end-oftrack bumpers yet, so watch your trains
as they get near the end of the yards; and
not all the track work is nailed down. We
plan to put the layout into operation for
awhile to determine if any changes or
additional parts are needed to make it
more functional.
Come on out and run!

Are You Missing
Your 2016 Roster?

A

s mentioned in the August
Booster, the 2016 Rosters
were mailed to those who had not
picked them up at the Club. If you have
not received your Roster (a benefit of
paid membership), please contact Wilbur Dong, Database Manager (email
and phone number in an older Roster).

President’s
Message
(Continued from page 3)

Lyn Bebenroth and Martha Figueroa in Souvenir Booth

Join Us in the Ticket/Souvenir Booth 1x a Month!

E

njoyable volunteer opportunity, greeting families and sharing the best part of our
Club: happy experiences riding our unique trains though our beautiful 11-acre
layout. Only one shift of 2-1/2 hours a month, either in the morning (10:30 am to 1
pm), or afternoon (1 pm to 3:30 pm). Shed and/or work credits, free lunch, and great
camaraderie. The more volunteers on our rotational crew, the less times each member
needs to serve. Please call or text Martha Figueroa at 626-232-7053.

received at least 40-50 more projects
that need finishing. Well, unfortunately
there is no magic wand to get them
done. It must come from you, the
membership. That is how things get
finished. So, please come out and volunteer your time. Or better yet, find a
project you think you can finish and
volunteer to see it through. Don’t expect the other guy to do the work – be
the other person to do it and take some
pride in your club. That’ll make this
club the best place ever.
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14 Take CPR/
AED Training
(Continued from page 1)

Doug Young, Cindy Young, Glen Manchester, Gary Evans, John DePhillip, and
Alex O'Donnell. Each will be receiving
their own CPR/AED certification card
from the AHA in the mail.
We are grateful to each of you for
your willingness and effort to learn these
important life-saving techniques. A separate first-aid class will be held at the
Club in the near future. A date and time
will be announced.
◄ LALS CPR Class practicing Heimlich
Maneuver (Diana Manchester Photo)

TTOS Meet
(Continued from page 1)

A full complement of volunteers kept
griddle hot at the Kountry Kitchen for a
great picnic-style lunch. For dessert,
how about some cold, steam-churned ice
cream?
Thanks to everyone who helped put
on the TTOS Run. For more information, visit www.ttos-sw.org.

Ralph Hougesen
Passes

R

alph Hougesen, 21-year
member of LALS, died
recently. He was a retired
mail carrier, and was memorable because his dachshund, Mac, used to sit behind him and ride on his
train.
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ho’s been
orking on
the Railroad

Steve Altmayer
Jim Baker
Gary Baker
Lynn Bebenroth
Stevo Brock
Bob Crone
Tom Crue
Christie Edinger
John de Phillip
Gage Detchemendy
Gage’s mom
Gary Evans
Peter Fuad
Tom Gibson
John Goulding
Rick Gross
Ross Harper
Scott Hoagland
Don Kallgren
Les Kovacs

Miles Kristman
Andrew LaGaly
Tim LaGaly
Tony Lambler
Diana Manchester
Glen Manchester
Ted Merchant
Michael Murphy
Rob Nuccio
Dan O'Brian
Steve Sauber
John Smith
Dani Smith
Steve Sauber
Jeremy Steinert
Doug Stephens
Nick Suncin
Doug Young
Mark Vreeken
And many more

Sunday Extra board
August
Locos

Engineers

City of LA—Fuad
SP PA1—LALSRM
SP 7660—Bresee
Santa Fe Electric—
LALSRM
SP 2468—LALS
SP Center Cab
1500—LALSRM

Francis Barnes
Mel Bresee
Christie Edinger
Peter Fuad
Larry Mitchell
Greg Pschaida
Steve Sauer
Mark Vreeken

Conductors
Bob Crone
Tom Crue
Paul Liu
Roberto Lopez
Larry Michell
Darrell Payne

Greg Pschaida
Bob Quinn
Christie Edinger
Carolyn Hoagland
Scott Hoagland
Sy Siedel
Mark Vreeken

Workers
Safety Coordinators—Ron Hitchcock,
Wayne Crabb, Bob Crue
Station Masters—George Becker, Bob
Crone, Gary Evans, Robert Guzman,
Wayne Crabb, George Becker, Larry
Mitchell, Tom Crue, Karl S., Gail
Woodward
Souvenirs and Tickets—Lyn Bebenroth, Deanna Detchemendy, Martha
Figueroa, Brenda Garcia

Ridership and Max Temps
August 7
668
84°
August 14
438
98°
August 21
866
90°
August 28
810
90°
Riders
August 2016 — 2,782
Total 2016 — 21,973
Total 2015 — 21,004

Member
Schedule
September
25
Public Rides
30, Oct 1, 2 Fall Meet
30
Movie night at the Meet:
Zootopia

October
1
1, 2
9
10
15
16
23
30

Movie night at the Meet: Paint
Your Wagon
Fall Meet (No public r ides)
Public Rides
BOD Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Work Day/Member Meeting
Public Rides/Disney Barn Open
Public Rides
Public Rides
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Sundays are Fun Days!
T

he girls with the “It's a Small World Skirts”
were spotted in line for a train ride on August
21, the 3rd Sunday of the month. They came over for
a ride after enjoying the special event at the Disney
Barn, and were happy to pose for a photo to show off
the outfits they had designed and made. (Below and
right, Diana Manchester)▼

Ray Burden engineers #8 with Sunday riders. ►
Peter Fuad with COLA 1 pulling the public.
Jaime, our Kountry Kitchen chef, cooking shish kebobs for a lunch special on a Sunday in July. ▼▼
(Photo by Christie Edinger)
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