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Popular Member Berne Miller Passes at Age 102
By Diana Manchester

M

embers fondly remember a sociable
gentleman who came to the Club
every Sunday with his wife for about 20
years. Recently the Woodwards received a
note from Berne and Pat Miller’s daughter,
Christine, saying her dad had passed away
quietly on July 1, 2016 at the age of 102.
Berne Joins in 1993
Berne joined LALSRM in 1993, and
Pat officially joined about 8 years later. Pat
usually worked in the station or conducted,
while Berne liked to putter on his engines
and riding cars in the Phil West Barn, or
tell stories in the Goudie Pavilion or on
Gordon Sherwood’s trackside bench.

Jim Baker met Berne in the early 90’s
during the fledgling years of the Descanso
Gardens railroad, which Lew Soibelman
and several members helped found and
build. Jim recalls, “Berne was a docent for
Descanso and Pat worked in the souvenir
shop. At Christmastime, Lew, Berne and a
few of us LALS members used to set up
temporary track on shingles arranged in a
big oval where the current track is now
located. Lew would bring all four of his
electric Baldwin-Westinghouse steeplecab
locomotives, and Club riding cars. We
would take turns operating the trains, and
of course, rearranging shingles that wiggled loose.” In 1993 the “Enchanted Railroad” was permanently installed at the
Gardens.*
Skeet Simpson shares, “Pat
and Berne were two terrific
people. I got his GP40-2
Burlington-Northern diesel.
Berne said it was the bestpainted engine in the Club
and I agree with him. I
think of him and Pat every
time I get behind it, which
is almost every day. Berne
also had a steam engine, a
Virginia & Truckee Mogul
that Don Day had built
many years ago. He tinkered and tinkered with it,
then finally said to me one
day, “why don’t you buy
it?” and in a weak moment,
I did. I am the proud owner
of both these engines.”

A smiling Berne and Pat Miller in 2006
(Diana Manchester Photo)

Ron Tarjany said, “Berne
had lots of passenger cars
which he bought used, then
repaired and improved. He
sold these to members at
modest prices. Now and
then he conducted. Pat conducted on my train very
regularly and was very

good. She liked to keep busy.”
Berne was an accomplished woodworker; he rebuilt the old circular steaming
bays that were falling apart, and his work
lasted until Ted Berg constructed new ones
out of steel.
In his younger years Berne was a high
-ranking officer in the Army prior to Pearl
Harbor. He was very interested in the history and philosophy of war and owned
many books on the subject. Dan O’Brien
said, “He was just like a history book..”
After the war he supervised work crews
setting up new interstate high-tension power lines in Utah and other parts of the
country. Members remember entertaining
stories about these adventures.
Pat still resides at the long-time family
home in Altadena, with the help of two
dedicated caretakers.
*From the article “Descanso Gardens –
Enchanted Railroad Has a Fairytale History” by
Mary Ellen Walker, The Quarterly Magazine,
Fall 2008

Public Service
August
21
28

Public Rides/Disney Barn
Open
Public Rides

September
4

Public Rides/Disney Barn
Open
5
Labor Day
11
Public Rides
18
Public Rides/Disney Barn
Open
25
Public Rides
30, Oct 1,2 Fall Meet (No Rides)
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From the
Super
By Ted Merchant
General
Superintendent

I

hope you all are
having a fantastic
summer, playing with
trains and other delights! I have been out
of town since our last tremendously
successful work day reported in the July
Booster, so this report will be short. I
will be present at our next work day
August 20th and encourage all of you to
attend. I know there will be the usual
abundance of leaves to rake.
The area south of the new retaining
wall needs to be backfilled and leveled
with D.G. and the viewing benches are
in need of extensive repair. I know there
are more dead Oleander trees to thin out
north of the East Meadow, and hedges
need to be trimmed.
LALSRM thanks all of you who
committed personal time to cleaning
these last four weeks. You make the
Club pleasant for all of us.
Please remember the General Meeting and Gourmet Lunch Saturday, August 20. I look forward to seeing you
there.
So, that’s the way it is! Keep steaming and I’ll see you at the rails. Your
comments and questions are always
welcome.
Ted Merchant, EdwardBMerchant@gmail.com

The Engine Booster is the monthly
publication of the Los Angeles Live
Steamers Railroad Museum, a not for
profit 501(c)(3) organization.
© 2016 LALSRM.
Editor — Peter Fuad

from the
By Nick Suncin
Secretary
ecretary’s report:
Roger Williams
requested a party for
October 8, request approved
Membership: Br enda Gar cia (wife
of resident member John Garcia) will also
be joining as a resident member.

S

Superintendent:The annual city
lunch will be held on either the third or
last week of August.

Board

specifically the engine sheds and the access gates between 9 and 10 pm every
night.
New Business: CPR classes will be
held in early September, possibly the
10th.
Announcements: Roger Williams
has formally resigned as our club’s electrician. Roger has made countless improvements, additions, and safety upgrades to
the club’s electrical infrastructure over the
last 7 years as well as wiring the station
and just about every other electrical related project during that time.

Facility Planning: The station r oofLike many of our selfless volunteers,
top deck will be completed by August 5th.
Please stay off of it for the first week after he donated most of his time quietly during
the week after he got off of work. Roger
application.
also donated much of the materials and
There are various discussions about
fittings for these projects and improvethe upgrading of the kitchen storage and
ments. Our club was very fortunate to
plans being formulated. Also plans for the have a licensed industrial electrician alraising of the Alkire , then Richardson
ways willing to donate his time to our
sheds are being reviewed. Please see the
club.
F.C.R. Chairman Gary Evans if you have
We hope that in time he may resume
any ideas or would like to discuss any fuhis position as our club's electrician. In the
ture projects.
meantime those will be some very large
Operations: Please keep a close eye shoes to fill. We sincerely thank you Rogon your speed and never exceed 6 mph
er, for all of your hard work and devotion
when running public trains. Please stay
to the club.
off of the station and platform area unless
LALSRM members: come out and
you are helping to run the station or part of
run
your
equipment. Sunday is our offia train crew during the Sunday run.
cial run day! Just be sure you have a
Old Business: The electr ic ser vice working radio with you set to the proper
building plans should be approved by the channel. Steam engines are especially wel16th of August. The relocation of the pow- come. Come on out and run your trains,
er pole on old Crystal Springs drive will
steam or otherwise and enjoy your railnot affect the electric service building pro- road. The public loves seeing our equipject. The propane tank pump will be wired ment and the more LALSRM is enjoyed
up and once that is done Dan Wessel will by all, the better!
fill the tank and provide the safety training.
There are now over 200 feet of one
inch track in the west end. We will need to
procure a supply of tie material to complete the one inch expansion.
Alex O'Donnell is getting quotes for
the material and will also be looking into
having dies made so that we can manufacture the rail we will need in the future to
complete the project. Ron Hitchcock will
have new signs made to indicate to the
public that we will be closed the weekend
of the fall meet. John Smith will continue
as caretaker with the new provision that he
make a check of all the doors and locks

Rosters Have
Been Mailed

The 2016 Rosters were mailed
Friday, August 5 to paid members who
were not able to pick theirs up at the
Club. Thank you, Cary Stewart and Jim
Baker for your help with the mailing.
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Update on the Gauge One Layout: More Coming
By Rick Gross
fter the elation of actually having
trains running during the Spring
Meet, everyone involved took a deep
breath to see where we stood. As the
dust settled we found that, to no one’s
surprise, we needed more track and
switches. Those have been received
and the yard ladders were measured,
cut and fitted. Once real life gets out of
our way, we’ll be able to hoist the nailer again and secure the locations of the
switches. Everyone on the crew is
looking forward to getting back to the
scintillating joy of assembling
track. At least I think most people’s
wounds have healed and fingernails
have grown back out to the point that
they can assemble track. Volunteers
may be required!
Trackside equipment and buildings
purchased or constructed by members
are available to be installed. Bob Crone
is providing water and coaling towers, a
fuel oil tank, a two-stall engine barn,
and a scale 54 foot gallows turntable.
As we head down the home stretch
of phase I would encourage anyone
who has any intent of running on the
Ga1 track to make a donation to help
offset the additional supplies. It’s tax
deductible, so please put Ga1 track on
the “memo” line of your check and help
us get this done.

A

The tender on James Grzesiak’s 1:29 Pennsy K4 steam engine getting a butane refill.

Highlights from Dee Barne’s
LALSRM Memorial Service
M

artha Figueroa helped
coordinate Dee Barne’s
memorial service at
LALSRM on Saturday evening, July 23. She helped deco-

rate and host the evening’s
service and activities. Music
was provided by vocalist/
musician Ralph Mosutsky.

Members dining in
Goudie Pavilion. There
was a good member
turnout, and we welcomed Francis’s two
sisters, Pam and Lynn,
and his son and daughter-in-law Paul and Mariam and their twin
girls, Ellie and Emma.◄
Roger grills steaks
provided by the Club.
Members generously
donated the rest of the
food. ▼
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Library Roof Deck Gets Resurfaced

President’s
Message
By Les Kovacs
President
It’s August and it’s
time to start thinking
about elections. Nick
Suncin will be heading
the election committee.
Please contact him if
you are interested in running for the
Board of Directors or if you want to be
on the committee.

The LALSRM Library roof, all decked out in a new weather-proof, skid-resistant
coating. (Glen Manchester Photo)
By Gary Evans and Ron Hitchcock

new deck is very durable and guaranteed
for five years. It is safe for foot traffic and
he Library got decked the beginning is resistant to heat, cold, sun, wind and
of August and has never looked bet- moisture.
ter! The deck surface was completed by
On Wednesday, August 8th, A&M
Precise Roofing of Burbank and was a
Refrigeration of Los Angeles serviced one
four-day process that started with a power of the two ductless air conditioning units
washing and sanitizing. The next day, all that service the New Sherwood Station.
edges of the roof were sealed as well as
The compressor fan relay had actually
the areas where the first floor posts join
melted on the control board and they rethe roof. On the third day, a special tropi- balanced the charge.
cal deck 921 coating was applied to the
entire deck surface, including the area
under the HVAC units, then sprinkled
with a layer of non-skid coarse garnet grit.
Twenty-four hours later, a second coat
was applied and allowed to dry for half a
week. The green color of the decking material, chosen and tinted by John Goulding, is a very good match to the stippled
roofing already on the library cupola. The

T

CPR Class on September 10t
Just a reminder that we plan on
having a CPR class on September 10th
at 10 am. Please contact me at
tronarr57@gmail.com if you are interested in attending.
Lunch will be served and the Club
will cover the cost of the class. The
class will last approximately 4 hours.
Please plan on attending because you
may need to save a life one day. See
article on page 5.
This last Saturday, there was the
TTOS run. I was unable to attend because I was in Sacramento visiting family however I’m sure it was a huge success and we’ll have more about it in the
booster next month.
While I was in Sacramento, I got a
chance to visit the railroad museum.
It’s always such a trill to see so many
different trains all in one place. I love
seeing all the trains and listening to the
stories the volunteers share.
More Movie Nights!
There is still a little bit of summer
left and a few more movie nights. I
hope you can make it to one and enjoy a
movie and the potluck.
The first weekend in October is our
fall meet. It will be a no-host meet.
Camping will be allowed but please no
earlier than Wednesday and it’ll be over
on Sunday. It’s run what you brung and
have some fun!
Until next time, happy railroading,
Les
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Member
Schedule
August
20
21
27
28

Work Day/ Member Meeting
Public Rides/Disney Barn Open
Pot Luck/ Night Run/Live
Steamers Movie night
Public Rides

September
4
5
11
12
17
18
24

Public Rides/Disney Barn Open
Labor Day
Public Rides
BOD Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Work Day/Member Meeting
Public Rides/Disney Barn Open
Pot Luck/ Night Run/Live
Steamers Movie night
25
Public Rides
30, Oct 1, 2
Fall Meet
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Sunday Extra board
July

Locos

Engineers

Workers

City of LA—Fuad
SP PA1—LALSRM
SP 7660—Bresee
Santa Fe Electric—
LALSRM
SP 2468—LALS
SP Center Cab
1500—LALSRM

Francis Barnes
Mel Bresee
Christie Edinger
Peter Fuad
Jeff Groseth
Ron Hitchcock
Scott Hoagland
Fred Lack
Greg Pschaida
Mark Vreeken

Safety Coordinators—Ron Hitchcock,
Wayne Crabb, Michael Murphy

T

Souvenirs and Tickets—Martha
Figueroa, Diana Manchester, Brenda Garcia, Lucille Secara, Dee Barnes, Ruth
Payne

Conductors
Bob Crone
Tom Crue
Paul Liu
Roberto Lopez
Ron Hitchcock
Darrell Payne

Bob Quinn
Christie Edinger
Scott Hoagland
Sy Siedel
Mark Vreeken

Signup for September 10 CPR Class

Your Know-How
Crossover Switch
Could Save a Life
to Sherwood
By Les Kovacs
t’s time to renew your CPR certificaStation Repaired I tion, or earn one for the first time. We
By Mel Breese
he crossover switch to Sherwood
Station has been repaired. This is
the switch that allows trains coming from
the west end of the Disney Loop to go to
station track S2.
Without this switch trains must go all the
way to the West End and back to enter
Sherwood Station.
The problem was the measurement
of the frog’s point to the guard rail on the
curved stock rail side of the switch. As
the great master switch builder taught
me, Doug Alkire, the most important
measurement on any switch is the distance from the frog’s point to the guard
rail.
This must be right at 7-5/16”. Too
small and the train will pick the point
and too big will cause a back-to-back
problem on the wheels.
To fix this problem, the curved stock
rail with the guard rail attached was
moved out to this critical measurement.

Station Masters—Gary Evans, Robert
Guzman, Wayne Crabb, George Becker,
Larry Mitchell, Tom Crue

are offering a CPR/AED class at
LALSRM taught by registered instructor,
Glen Kovacs (no relation). The threehour class will be held Saturday, September 10, at 10 am. Lunch will be included and the Club will cover the cost
of the class (a $40 value).
One quarter of Americans have said
they have been in a situation where
someone needed CPR. You will learn
life-saving techniques for adults, children and infants. How to use our Club’s
Automated External Defibrillator (AED)
will be taught as well. At the end of class
you will receive a two-year certification
from the American Heart Association in
adult and pediatric CPR and AED.
It is recommended that any member
who works with the public at the Club
take this class. Anyone else who is interested is also welcome. We hope to have
at least 20 attendees to offset our costs. If
you are interested, please contact Les
Kovacs by phone: (661) 373-8605 or by
email: tronarr57@gmail.com.

Max Temps
July 3
July 10

79°

July 17
July 24

85°
94°
89°

July 31

87°

Los Angeles Live
Steamers
Railroad Museum
In Griffith Park 5202 Zoo Dr.,
Los Angeles, California
Mailing Address—PO Box 2156,
Toluca Lake, CA 91610
Phone (323) 661-8958
Website - www.lals.org

2016
Officers and Directors
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Directors

Les Kovacs
Roger Williams
Nick Suncin
Alex O‘Donnell
David Holman
John Smith
Chuck Mohr
Ron Hitchcock

Who’s been working on the Railroad and ridership figures will appear
in the next issue of the Booster.
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For Sale by Members

Box Cab Electric
Model “C” Bench Lathe
For Sale: Old (1948) South Bend, Model "C" bench
lathe. Price includes everything in the photo. The machine will require clean-up, set-up and adjustment as
would be expected. $200.00.
Please call if you have any questions:
Richard Farmer (818) 993-3623

(Plum Cove Studios)
Riding car with boat seat and battery charger
Home-made speeder with 5 speed transmission
Gondola riding car with boat seat
Shed rental until June 30, 2017
Asking price $2,000
Contact Thomas Peter Akins at (626) 531-6343
or leo44901@hotmail.com

