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Ghost Trains a No Go This Year
By Roger Williams
he Halloween Fundraiser for this year has been cancelled. The
board of directors voted unanimously to put the fundraiser on hiatus. First of all, we would like to give a huge thank you to Gary Baker and
Thaine Morris for all the dedication on directing and coordinating the
show all these years. And an even bigger thank you to all the membership
who volunteered their time to setup, construct, run, and tear down Halloween.
We had several reasons for coming to this decision. Mostly overwhelming feedback that stemmed out to the board from the membership.
We will be concentrating on rebuilding the railroad. This is much needed
after years of the Halloween fundraiser and Sunday operations taking a toll
on the rails, locomotives, buildings, etc. With the help of the working
membership, structures related to Halloween will be removed and we will
be slowly constructing and installing scale buildings and scenery that are
related to railroading.
We are looking forward as we change direction of the club, back to a
true large scale railroad layout with our continuing goal in the community
as a live steam museum to educate and promote the hobby.
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Stronger Gauge 1 Redesign
2016 Roster Honors
Our Club’s History
By Diana Manchester
he 2016 Roster – 60th Anniversary Edition is in production and
will be printed in time for the Spring
Meet.
The front cover features a photograph
of Steam Locomotive #8 on our East End
bridge, taken by Raymond Burden. To
capture this dramatic shot, Ray used a
Nikon D810 with two off-camera flashes,
and Adobe Lightroom for editing. Also
included is our Museum’s special blue and
silver anniversary Logo.
The back cover will pay tribute to the
Club’s 60 years of live steam railroading.
Thanks to Sam Calderwood, for lending
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(Continued on page 2)

By Richard Gross
s some of our members may
have noticed, the Gauge 1 track
support system has been redesigned and
reconstructed. With many thanks to Tim
LaGaly for ram rodding the project and
Robert Guzman for his immaculate fabrication, we now find ourselves in a good
news/bad news situation.
The good news, beyond what promises to be a super stable platform, is that we
now have a longer run. The bad news is
that when the track was donated, I was
about tapped out to supply as much as we
needed for the original layout, let alone
the additional 240 feet of mainline and
setup track for the new configuration.
And since we’re in the Beg-a-Thon mode,
we also need switches and switch stands,
rail joiners, a rail bender, etc.
There is more site prep work to be
done but holes will be dug, concrete
poured and rails will be laid!

A

To everyone who has already donated, we thank you! If you can help us fund
the additional track and switches, we can
move forward with procuring the parts
and hopefully make the Spring Meet.
Please make sure all checks are made out
to LALSRM with “Ga1” on the memo
line of the check.

Public Service
April
24

Public Rides

May
1, 8
15
22
29

Public Rides
Public Rides/Disney Barn Open
Public Rides
No Public Rides (Spring Meet)
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From the
Super
By Ted Merchant
General Superintendent
Hello Train-Fans!
We had quite a work
day this month. Over
30 members showed
up as early as 8 AM.
Most stayed after lunch and left after 4
PM. An outstanding showing! Those
members are listed on W ho’s Been
Workin’ on the Railroad. Please thank
them when you are at the Club.
The Chinese Elm under the pine
tree west of the Gazebo was removed.
The rest of the Elms were pruned. The
trees at the westernmost end were
pruned. Substantial leaf and debris removal was accomplished at the West
End. The Mariachi Village (aka the
Western Town) was removed, and significant progress has been made on the
gage one track.
Weeds have been sprayed with over
250 gallons of Roundup. We found three
outgrowths of Poison Oak west of the
tunnels. They have been sprayed as well.
Please let me know if you see more. We
still need to have a “resistant” member
clean out the dead Poison Oak.
Moving forward, we plan to clear
the greenwaste and the fence from the
area west of the tunnels.
And that’s the way it is! Keep on
steaming! Your comments and questions
are always welcome.
Ted Merchant, EBMerchant@sbcglobal.net.

The Engine Booster

from the
By Nick Suncin
April 4, 2016
Secretary’s report:
Party requests for Doug
Marsh April 23rd, Lloyd
Davis June 4th. Both
party requests
approved.
Membership: A pr ospective junior member Gage Detchemendy, and his Mother Deanna Detchemendy were both introduced.
Superintendent’s report: 250 gallons of weed killer was dispersed around
the railroad and another 125 gallons remains on reserve. There are some patches
of poison oak in the west end, some on the
cliff by eucalyptus canyon and some on
the west side of the O’Brian Moore bridge.
Brush was cleared from behind the
west western town façade. There is a small
sickly elm tree near the one inch track in
the inner loop that may be removed. Steve
Ruatta will look back into hiring Valley
Crest to come in and clean up the facility.
Operations: It’s very important to
keep a close eye on your speed and never
exceed 6 mph when running public trains.
Please stay off of the station and platform
area unless you are helping to run the station or part of a train crew.
Old business: We hoped to have the
permits in hand for the electrical building
at this point. We have set a final date for
the permits to be in hand by the May board
meeting.
The new gauge one railroad parts are
on site and beautifully made by Robert
Guzman. We hope to start digging post
holes and installing it before the spring
meet. We are still trying to get in contact
with Daniel Wessel propane to get our
propane back online.
Gary Evans is overseeing a drywall
crew to complete the inside refit of the
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S.P. caboose. We hope to have a mobile
mini storage in place for the kitchen by the
spring meet. This will greatly help the
storage situation in the kitchen. The first
30 feet of one inch track has been laid
along the smith valley line, one hundred
feet will be in the ground by the spring
meet. John De Phillip has devised a less
invasive way to handle the dual gauge
sections using 4 rails instead of three. We
will be organizing CPR training in the
very near future.
New Business: A 25 by 70 foot ar ea
has been marked off for the future site of
the east end maintenance building. There
will also be a spot for the Disney barn’s
storage shed. The drainage channel will
have several access points in the building
and at either end.
Announcements: The double time
Shed credit incentive for running the station on Sunday has ended and is now back
to regular work credit. Running your privately owned locomotive for public runs
will now earn one hour. There is a 2x cap
on the amount of hours that can be earned
per day.
There are improvements and fixes
being made in the background throughout
the facility by our volunteers, we simply
can’t thank them enough!
A presentation was made for filming
and editing a professional documentary/
promotional video of LALS. More information is being compiled.
Alex O’Donnell will be representing
us at Fullerton railroad days April 29th
through May 1st. We could still use a couple more volunteers to run our booth.

2016 Roster Honors Club’s History
The Engine Booster is the monthly
publication of the Los Angeles Live
Steamers Railroad Museum, a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization.
© LALSRM.
Editor — Peter Fuad

(Continued from page 1)

us archival photos from our Museum’s
impressive Library. Also to Cary Stewart
and Jay Carsman for photos, articles and
stories from our colorful past.
We will not be having any ads in this
year’s Roster, but anyone who had hoped
to advertise is welcome to place an ad in

the Booster. Please contact Diana Manchester or Peter Fuad.
If you have not yet paid your annual
dues and updated your directory information, please contact Tim LaGaly
(payments) and Wilbur Dong (database)
immediately
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President’s Message
By Les Kovacs
President
pril is here and spring is around the corner which means the spring
meet is almost here. It is less than two months away and there is a
lot to do around the facility. Please come on out and help and get the
club ready for our 60th anniversary. Let’s show the rest of the hobby
what we can do. We need volunteers to help during the meet to help
out in the kitchen, at the front gate and also to help keep the facility
clean during the meet. The gauge one track has been reconstructed by
Richard Gross, Tim LaGaly and Gary Evans and is almost ready to be installed. The drywall has been started on the SP caboose and it will soon become the new office. Once that
project is finished, we will start remodeling the UP caboose to a more original concept and
it will be a place just to relax.
Halloween Runs
After great consideration, the board has made the decision to suspend Halloween for
this year. We would like to thank everyone who helped make Halloween a success and an
amazing event for the last 15 years. I would especially like to thank Gary Baker and
Thaine Morris. Without them the event would never have happened. This was not an easy
decision to come to but many people felt that we have been neglecting the railroad and
have made Halloween a priority and Halloween was guiding the club, rather than the club
guiding Halloween.
With that being said, I’d like to clear up some misconceptions about Halloween.
There has been a lot of speculation that the contractors of this event make a great deal of
money from it and the club foots the bill. The truth is the net profit from this event are
split between the club and the contractors. The displays are paid for by the contractors out
of their own pocket. With the amount of time the contractors put into this event, they are
lucky to make five cents per hour. I think the next time you see them you should shake
their hand and thank them for what they did for the club, all for the love of Halloween.
Now it’s time to put our efforts to make the railroad club for the hobby, its members,
and its guests. Please come out and participate and make this the best damn club in the
country.
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Third Annual Rail & Road Reunion

Chance to Buy “1956”
Jackets With Your Name
By Christie Edinger

M

any members have been asking about "forever" club jackets that have only "EST 1956" on the
logo. A minimum order of 25 is required in order to get a decent
price. Here's how it's done:
You must provide a plain jacket of
your choice. The Dickies Eisenhower
jacket is recommended but any jacket
will do. The Dickies jacket is available
with a light quilted lining or unlined,
and is available in a wide range of sizes
for both men and women. With each
jacket include a note with your contact
information and the name you wish to
have embroidered on the front. Get this
to us by May 1.
Bring your jacket to the club any
Sunday along with a $50 check to LALS
or contact Christie Edinger,
k0iu@att.net, 818-653-4481 and I will
make arrangements to meet you.

Sunday, June 26, 2016
Vintage and classic trains, cars, trucks, steam-powered toys, and
collectibles of all kinds will be displayed on the LALSRM grounds. If
you would like to participate, please call event coordinator Flemming
Nielsen at (818) 843-2751.

East Valley Lines,
N-Scale Club in Travel
Town, Due May 14
By Richard Gross
he members of East Valley
Lines, (EVL, the N-scale club
from next door at Travel Town), are
getting ready to come over for their an-
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(Continued on page 5)
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Two Locos Add to Club’s Fleet
W

e have two recent additions to our club's fleet of locomotives, shown above.
They are a Union Pacific Baldwin S12 with a powered slug and a Southern
Pacific SW 1500 also with a powered slug. Both engines are currently being fitted with
our braking system by Miles and Thaine, as well as adding much more comfortable
seats with back rests so that we can start using them on the railroad soon. (Nick Suncin)

New Ramp Eliminates Tripping Point

A

fter many years of stepping around and sometimes tripping over the elevated
section of one inch track by the meeting car , Les and Aaron built a beautiful
and very functional ramp to eliminate that hazard (see above). They spent most of a Saturday preparing the area, bringing in lots of decomposed granite as well as shaping and
compacting the new ramp. We really can't thank them and all of our volunteers enough!
Great work guys! (Nick Suncin)

Collector’s
Edition Logo on
T-Shirts, Pins
and More
By Diana Manchester

O

ur 60th Anniversary is gearing
up to be a fun and memorable
event for members and rail fans of all
ages and interests. In honor of this
milestone in our Club’s history, Diana
Manchester and Flemming Nielsen have
designed a blue
and silver logo
(above) that will
be displayed on
banners, signage, the Booster
masthead, and
the 2016 Roster.
A small cloisonné pin (with
colored enamel)
that you can
wear on your hat
or lapel has been ordered, and will be
available in about 3 weeks. We are
getting estimates for silkscreened TShirts, buttons, and embroidered hats
and jackets. More details will be available soon on how to get these collector’s
items for you and your family.
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Member
Schedule
April
24
30

Public Rides
Shed Credit Earning Period
Ends

May
1

2016-17 Shed Credit
Earning Year Begins
2
Board Meeting 7 pm
1, 8
Public Rides
15
Public Rides/Disney Barn Open
22
Public Rides
27-30 SPRING MEET (No Public
Rides)

East Valley
Liners Coming
(Continued from page 3)

nual picnic the afternoon of May 14th.
You might be surprised to learn that
this will be the 11th year they have
celebrated at our facility. The City of
Los Angeles only allows their club 1
day off each year so it says something
really nice about our people and property that they’ve chosen to spend it
here for so many years. When I was a
member over there, this party was my
first opportunity to be on the property
of LALS beyond rides on Sunday.
The picnic starts at 3PM.
EVL have a track record of donating $500 each year they’ve come,
cleaning up after themselves and offering us a standing invite to run at their
club whenever we’d like, making them
pretty good neighbors! They really
are a nice bunch of folks and I invite
any of our members to come and meet
them.
We have 1 train crewed but anyone who can help with a second train
would be most welcome. EVL throws
quite the meal for any of our members
who pitch in and help run trains and
anyone leaving the table hungry just
isn’t trying.
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Sunday Extra board
March
Locos

Engineers

City of LA—Fuad
SP PA1—LALSRM
SP 7660—Breese
Santa Fe Electric—
LALSRM
LALSRM #8
Thomas—Baker
LALSRM Center
Cab

Francis Barnes
Mel Breese
Christie Edinger
Peter Fuad
Sy Seidell
Harrison
Hitchcock
Ray Secara
Jeff Groseth

Safety Coordinators—Ron Hitchcock,
Bob Crone, Mike Murphy

Conductors
Steve Sauber
Ted Merchant
Sy Seidell
John Garcia
Roberto Lopez
Darrell Payne

Bob Quinn
Ray Secara
Robert Guzman
Bob Crone
Halia Pschaida
Jeff Groseth

Ridership and Temps

Station Masters—Gary Evans, Robert
Guzman, Larry Mitchell, Wayne Crabb,
Al Way

March 6
March 13
March 20

574
826
763

Souvenirs and Tickets—Lucille Secara,
Dee Barnes, Martha Figueroa

67°
63°
75°

March 27

530

73°

Riders: March 2016 — 2,693
Total 2016 — 8,523 Total 2015 — 7,633

W

ho’s been
orking on
the Railroad
March
Steve Altmayer
Stevo Brock
Wayne Crabb,
John DePhillip
Gary Evans
Martha Figueroa
Robert Gomez
John Goulding
Ross Harper
Scott Hoagland
Les Kovacs
Miles Kristman
Time LaGaly
Ted Merchant
Scott McCullough
Greg McMurry
Alex O’Donnell

Darrell Payne
Charles Rhodes
Dylan Ross
Steve Sauber
Bill Schirmer
John Smith
Dani Smith
Steve Sauber
Jeremy Steinert
Nick Suncin
John Valencia
Doug Young
Mark Vreeken
Collin Westphal
Roger Williams
… and many others

Los Angeles Live
Steamers
Railroad Museum
In Griffith Park 5202 Zoo Dr., Los
Angeles, California
Mailing Address—PO Box 2156,
Toluca Lake, CA 91610
Phone (323) 661-8958
Website - www.lals.org

2016
Officers and Directors
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Directors

Les Kovacs
Roger Williams
Nick Suncin
Alex O‘Donnell
David Holman
John Smith
Chuck Mohr
Ron Hitchcock

