O’Brien-Moore Bridge Reopens for Spring Meet
One of Many Projects
Recently Completed
By Diana Manchester
he O’Brien-Moore Bridge has now
been completely refurbished with all
the tracks installed and most signals work
done. It is ready for private train operations. Many other projects have also been
completed. See photos of many of these
projects inside of this Engine Booster.
O’Brien-Moore Bridge Work
Earlier in the month, the O’BrienMoore Bridge truss had been completely
enshrouded with canvas to prevent any
paint debris and sand from entering the
park grounds during sandblasting, primer
and epoxy coatings.
On May 10 the LALS crew used the
Gradall to install the last of the newly
powder-coated plate bridges. The next day,
a large turnout of members began track
installation, with the signals crew in action
immediately behind them.
Work continued May 18 and 19, finishing on the 22nd. The track crew doing
the final tie downs on Wednesday, May 22

T

included Doug Young, Tim and Drew
LaGaly, Les Kovacs, Frances Barnes,
Miles Kristman and Bill Walker. Signals
crews included Charles Rhoades, Jeremy
Steinert, Wayne Crabb, Scott Hoagland
and Mark Vreeken. A number of others
contributed on all crews.
Many Other Completed Projects
Other large project completed in time
for the Spring Meet include:
 Crystal Springs repaving and parking lot slurry coatings.
 Phil West Barn temporary electrical
conduit installation.
 Pathway lamps and other lighting
installations.
 Gauge 1 drawbridge installation.
 Electrical drop work.
 New signage at both entrances.
 Freshly-painted benches in the
steaming bays.
 Cleaned-out storage barns.
 Two new one-inch barns.
 Three new flags.
 Removal of enormous amounts of

landscape debris and trash.
 East Meadow successfully replanted,
and weeds have been sprayed.
Thank you everyone who donated
their valuable time, expertise and labor!

LALSRM Safety
Rule 118 Overhaul

A

n ad hoc committee appointed by
Ted Merchant, with Jim Cammarata
as chair, was formed to review and revise Rule #118 of our “Operating &
Safety Rules” after members complained
(Continued on page 3)

Public Service
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16 Public Rides; Disney Barn
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New Conductor
Course June 9
along the fence; another one will be located on the east side.
Safety Committee Report – Jim
Cammarata read his committee’s revision
of Rule 118 and it was voted for unanimously by the Board.
Bill Schirmer asked how the new rule
translates for visiting railroaders. They
basically have only three rules to follow
as well as our standard safety rules. If
May 2019
they are not Level 1 certified by their
t 7:03 pm on May 6, 2019, the May club, we can go over the highlights with
BOD Meeting was called to order by them. We can run wheels through our
Vice-President Bill Schirmer. Seven Digauge by the lift, and will have signals
rectors were present, as well as 31 mem- cheat sheets available. If you see dead
bers.
signals, slow down and proceed with caution.
We had a special presentation from
Club WED, an alumni group of Disney
Spring Meet – please sign up for
Imagineers. They would like to hold a
gate duty (Tom Lang) and opportunities to
reunion the third Saturday in May 2010 at serve in the Kountry Kitchen (Martha
our facility and Walt’s Barn. It will be an Figueroa). We will get our dates on the
all day event, with the theme “State Fair”, calendars of Discover Live Steam and
and approximately 600 guests attending. other live steam clubs.
They would like to have train rides and
Project Updates – Various project
for members to volunteer as docents and updates were reported:
help in other ways.
 The O’Brien-Moore Bridge bents
The Board voted unanimously to
are
primed and painted; they sandblasted
have the event. This will be a Clubthe
truss
bridge and it will be painted this
sanctioned event, and members can earn
week. On Friday the work crew plans to
hours.
set up the plate bridges and will bolt them
Dan Humphreville had a party reon Saturday. Track panels need to be
quest for Saturday, June 15 from noon to moved to the west end for installation on
3:30 pm, for 15 guests. On May 17 and 18 Saturday.
Mark Vreeken’s Boy Scout troop will
 The Gauge 1 drawbridge will be
have an overnight campout at the Club
moved to the Club Friday and set in place;
and do some maintenance cleanup the
on Saturday the rest of the concrete will
next morning.
Membership Report – Wayne Crabb be poured.
announced that Nick Amato and Jason
 The One Inch Barn roof has been
Thompson have fulfilled their probation- stalled, and the doors will be shortly. (4)
ary hours and are now full members. Con- The Nuccio Engine House will be set in
gratulations to both and welcome aboard! place this week.
Facility Superintendent’s Report –
 The Phil West Barn electrical recepJeremy Steinert reported that all facility
tacles are up; one heavy duty extension
projects are coming along great. He record per outlet is the new requirement;
minded us that the driveway motion sen- modern chargers that have automatic
sor was taken out prior to the Crystal
shutoffs are strongly recommended.
Springs repaving project, and that memDonations of equipment :Dan
bers need to use their code to get out of
Humphreville
would like to donate two
the gate. It will be reinstalled before the
antique Case steam tractors that belonged
Spring Meet.
to his brother;.
Ray Burden will be spraying the
Harrison Hitchcock met two railfans
weeds the first week of May. Please do
at the Filmore Railfest who want to donot put landscape debris in Crystal
Springs Drive anymore: we have two new nate a ¾” scale Hudson.
dump sites: one is west of the tunnels

A

T

he next Conductor Course will be
offered on Sunday, June 9 at 10:30
am. This course is for new Conductors or
anyone who would like a refresher course.
Please bring a radio that can be tuned to
the Club channel 8.2.
We will meet in the Kountry Kitchen.
Please bring a radio set to 8.2 and a whistle
with a pea in it. (The Station has whistles
for no charge).
Please contact Fred Lack for an
appointment: atlantis90230@yahoo.com,
cell: (310) 213-0722.

Chuck Aguilar Passes
Chuck Aguilar, a 53-year LALSRM
member, passed away on Mother's Day
after suffering a massive stroke. He lived
in Billings, MT. He was a member until
2016. Thanks to Roland Fogarty for
sharing the sad news.

2019 Roster Available!
The 2019 Roster will be available
to pick up at the Spring Meet on
Saturday and Sunday. The Roster
is a benefit of paid membership. If
you have not yet paid your dues,
please contact Tim LaGaly.
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What I Learned
Today at LALSRM
by Jason Thompson,
Probationary Member

W

H

ello Live Steamers! It's spring
which means it's time for the
Spring Meet!

A lot of preparation has been done
by a number of Club members (and
some visiting Boy Scouts) to get this
place ready for the event.
If all goes well, the O'Brien-Moore
Bridge should be back in service by the
start of the meet. All the track has been
laid, the wires and signals re-installed,
and the strips on the side to lock in the
tires have been laid. All that's left (at the
time of writing) is some final tie down.
A big thank you to everyone who has
worked on this and all of the other projects throughout the last few months;
LALS looks amazing!
Up ahead is summer, and that means
hot and dry days. Now is the time to
make sure you have a working spark
arrestor if you have a coal or wood fired
locomotive.
Also, no matter what type of locomotive you operate, take the time to
learn the location of the many fire extinguishers throughout the property. Finally, the sprinkler guys (Ross and Steve)
could always use an extra hand if you
see them around. Fire safety on the railroad starts with you.

LALSRM Safety
Rule 118 Overhaul
(Continued from page 1)

it was too restrictive to those wishing to
run their equipment during Sunday public hauling hours,
Museum-sponsored events and

H

orking on the LALSRM Signal
Crew recently is a great way to
get up close and personal with the track.
From the coordination of Jeremy, to the
onsite tech of Stevo and Charles, plus
others on the crew that day: Scott,
Wayne and Mark, we have a great team.
What I learned today was how to
remove, repair, and install a switch.
The LALSRM Signal Crew has
stated the track switches are a difficult
item and require much detailed work to
remove and repair them. Working with
Mark on the track switch was a huge
task, but I am always up for new challenges.
Getting a last minute insight from
Mel Bresee helped seal the learning
knowledge in tight. If there is anyone
who wants to know the “Mel secret
touch” to getting the switches tweaked
just right, come find me on the rails.
As the TV networks used to say
“the more you know…” and at
LALSRM that is for the betterment of
the Club and its members.
Enjoy the LALSRM tracks and high
-five your Signal Crew for keeping the
trains on track.

ello Railroad Fans!
WOW! The SPRING MEET
is upon us! I am humbly impressed by
the daily enthusiasm of Club members
for making this meet a success.
I frequently ask you to thank those
mentioned in “Who’s Been Working on
the Railroad”, but now I ask each of you
to thank each other for the abundant
energy you have shown.
All the projects, lighting, driveway,
parking lot, bridge restoration, gauge 1
drawbridge, 1-inch-scale barns, east
meadow campground, tree trimming
removal and planting and electrical updates, to name a few, are all coming
together and will be evident at the meet.
Martha Figueroa has worked hard
and cast her usual magic for this event.
Gourmet food, vendors, Disney Barn,
▼ Jeremy and Charles rewire signals on
music, kids’ entertainment and train
restored O’Brien-Moore Bridge. (Glen Manrides galore will not disappoint.
chester photo)
Now, don’t forget to come! Bring
your trains. Bring your friends. Bring
your hospitality. Bring your appetites.
We are a large-scale model train
club, and we’re going to have fun! I’ll
see you at the rails.
EdwardBMerchant@gmail.com
meets. They drew up a modified rule
below, which was approved by the Board
in the May BOD meeting.
Printed copies are displayed on the
inside glass window in the New Sherwood Station, and on the red bulletin
board where Level 1 test results are posted. The revised rule is set forth in full on
page 4 of this issue. It is a total replacement of Rule 118 (under 1.3 Special
Rules).

May 24 to 27
Private Event

Visiting Railroaders Welcome
Camping Available

Meet Chair: Martha Figueroa

Schedule of Events & Menus
FRIDAY
Lunch – 12:00 to 1:30 pm – $7.00
Grilled Marinated Chicken Sandwiches, Chips, Drinks
Lasagna Dinner & Potluck Cupcakes Dessert – 6 pm – $5.00
FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT at dusk in Goudie Pavilion • Popcorn

SATURDAY
All American Breakfast – 7:30 to 9 am – $5.00
OPENING CERMONY – 10:00 am in Sutchville Station
Lunch – 12:00 to 1:30 pm – $7.00
Hamburgers & Hot Dogs, Chips, Drinks

$5.00 DONATION (suggested)
& Name Tags at Members’
Gate
NO PARKING in SUTCHVILLE
& INNER PARKING LOTS
Kids’ Arts & Crafts by Carolyn
Vendors Tables • Souvenirs
2019 Roster for paid members

Children’s Games – 1:30 – Goudie Pavilion – Candy Toss & Musical Chairs – Prizes
BINGO– 3:00 – Goudie Pavilion – Prizes

CATERED BBQ DINNER BY HANDY MARKET – 5:30 pm – $20
BBQ Ribs, Chicken, Mashed Potatoes, Baked Beans, Coleslaw,
Drinks & Dessert • Music by T-Special Jazz Ensemble • Raffle

Dinner Tickets Required!!
Purchase at Souvenir Table
between 11 am and 3 pm

SUNDAY
All American Breakfast – 7:30 to 9 am – $5.00
Lunch – 12:00 to 1:30 pm – $7.00
Hamburgers & Hot Dogs, Chips, Drinks
PRESIDENT’S AUCTION – 1:30 in Goudie Pavilion
Dinner – 5:30 pm – $7.00
Steak, Baked Potatoes, Salad, Drinks & Dessert

Kids’ Arts & Crafts by Carolyn
Disney Barn open Saturday &
Sunday.
Camping available starting
Wednesday at noon. RV’s
must be self-contained.

MONDAY
Continental Breakfast – 7:30 am – $4.00 – Fruit, Pastries, Sausage Biscuits

2019 Spring Meet — What’s Happening
Welcome to LALSRM’s 63rd Annual Spring Meet! We’ve been cleaning and refurbishing
our facility from end to end, and are excited to invite you to enjoy all we have to offer.
CATERED BBQ DINNER BY HANDY MARKET – Sat., 5:30 pm – $20 – DINNER TICKETS REQUIRED!!
On Saturday, dinner tickets will be on sale from 11 am to 3pm at the Souvenir table near the Kountry
Kitchen. Your ticket will also include your raffle number, so be sure to hold on to the stub.

NEW NAME TAGS – We have designed new name tags with clips for fastening them to your shirt. This way
we can all see each other’s name more easily, and create a more friendly place for our hobby.

CAMPING – The East Meadow just inside the Members’ Gate has been completely cleaned out and new
grass planted. It is now a welcome place for tent camping, playing and relaxing.

RV’s – are welcome to park on Crystal Springs Drive and in our Members’ Parking Lot. Your rig must be selfcontained: we have no water nor electrical hookups. The electricity on the east end is for our signals and
Club use only; it is insufficient to provide power to campers. Do not park in handicapped spaces or block
driveways. Please keep picnic tables, chairs and other personal items away from the tracks.
SOUVENIRS – We will have a souvenir table set up near the Kountry Kitchen. We will have new LALSRM
merchandise for sale, including pocket T-shirts, hooded sweatshirts, and crewneck sweatshirts. There will
be specials on older items and other favorites, so stop by. Members can get their 2019 ROSTER there, too.
NO PARKING in the Sutchville or inner parking lots. These will be loading/unloading areas only. We will
have some handicapped spaces marked near the entrance of the Members’ Gate.
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Golden Spike 150th Anniversary and Big Boy at Utah
By Alex O’Donnell
n May 9, member Alex O’Donnell traveled to Ogden, Utah to
see Union Pacific 4-8-8-4 Big Boy
4014 under steam. Upon arrival that
afternoon, crews were moving 4014
from its Golden Spike reenactment
head-to-head position with Union Pacific 4-8-4 Northern 844. Its low bellowing whistle nearly shook the
ground as it slowly lumbered through
the yard tracks to its overnight parking
spot. The next morning of May 10, we
had the treat of getting up close to both
engines as they rested in Ogden before
traveling back to Cheyenne, Wyoming.
In addition to the star steam locomotives, the City of Ogden put on a huge
party in celebration of the 150th Anni-

O

versary of the Golden Spike.
Live telecasts from Promontory,
the actual site of the 1869 Golden
Spike that connected the Transcontinental Railroad, were being projected
outside the station square as government officials and other dignitaries
reenacted the famous ceremony at the
overcrowded site.
Later that afternoon, we drove to
Promontory site when the crowds were
less hectic and witnessed replicas of
the Central Pacific Jupiter and Union
Pacific 119 reenact the meeting of the
two sides under steam. While up there,
we also met members of South Weber
Model Railroad Club, a fellow live
steam club in Utah.
(Alex O’Donnell Photos)
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Reassembling the
O’Brien Moore Bridge

R

eassembling the spans on the O’Brien Moore Bridge took
several days of concentrated work by a core team of
LALSRM members, including Les Kovacs (inset) driving the
Gradall, Tim and Andrew Lagaly, Doug Young and others (left).
Below: Tie downs to hold ties in place and guard rails have now
been installed. (Photos this page, Glen Manchester and Christie
Edinger)

Paving the Way

Below, Crystal Springs Drive being repaved. Parking lot got an overlay of slurry seal.
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W

ho’s been
orking on
the Railroad

Jeremy Steinert, General Superintendent
Alex O’Donnell
Andrew LaGaly
Bear Mustoe
Bill Schirmer
Bob Crone
Charles Rhoades
Christopher
Courter
Caroline Courter
Dave Holman
David Clark
Dale Mattson
Darrell Payne
Diana Manchester
Don Kallgren
Doug Young
Frances Barnes
Michael Murphy
Glen Manchester
Grace Mary
Mattson
Heidi Mattson
Jack Streit
Jay Hawver
Jeremy Steinert
Jim Baker
Jim DeBasio

John DePhillip Jr.
Joseph Clow
Larry Tighe
Lisa Lipton
Les Kovacs
Mark Vreeken
Mel Bresee
Michael Mahan
Miles Kristman
Nick Suncin
Nick Guzman
Ray Burden
Robin Walsh
Roderick Fritz
Ross Harper
Ruth Payne
Ryan Hechinger
Scott Hoagland
Seamus Walsh
Steve Sauber
Steve Rodstein
Stevo Brock
Ted Merchant
Tim LaGaly
Tom Lang
Wayne Crabb
Zak Holman

▼ Ted Merchant working on his Gauge
One Draw Bridge.
(Glen Manchester photo)

SUNDAY EXTRA BOARD
March 2019

April and May Ridership
April 7

681

May 5

583

April 14

548

May 12

475

April 21

620

May 19

April 28

687

May 26 Spring Meet

April 2019 — 2,536
May 2019 — 1,058
Total YTD 2019 — 10,175
Total YTD 2018 — 13,197

Engineers and Conductors
Bear Mustoe
Bill Walker
Brenda Garcia
Carolyn Hoagland
Caroline Courter
Christopher
Courter
Darrell Payne
Francis Barnes
Grace Mattson
Greg Pschaida
Harrison Hitchcock
Heidi Mattson
Hugo Budd
Jason Thompson

Station Masters

Safety Coordinators
Jim Cammarata, Michael Murphy,
John Garcia

Jim DeBiasio
Jim Dubenski
John Garcia
Joseph Clow
Larry Tighe
Mel Bresee
Nico Amato
Paul Liu
Roderick Fritz
Roswitha Kienast
Scott Hoagland
Tom Gibson
Tom Harwood
Tristan Fritz
Wolfgang Hell

Robert Guzman, Jim DeBiasio,
Martha Figueroa, Gail Woodward,
Wayne Crabb, Greg Pschaida, Don
Donaldson, Bob Crone, John Garcia,
Larry Mitchell

Souvenirs and Tickets
The Engine Booster is the monthly
publication of the Los Angeles Live
Steamers Railroad Museum, a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization.

Brenda Garcia, Larry Mitchell,
Larry Tighe, Kathy Crabb,
Heidi Mattson, Dale Mattson, Nico
Amato, Martha Figueroa, Garibalde
Figueroa, Jim Dubenski

Member
Schedule
June
2
3
9
15
16

Public rides
BOD Meeting 7 pm
Public rides
Workday and general meeting
Public Rides; Disney Barn
Open/Steam Plant operating
22 Pot Luck/Night Run/Movie
Night
23, 30 Public rides
30 2018-19 Shed Lease Year ends

July
1
7

2019-20 Shed Lease Year
begins
Change directions; Public rides

